
Pastor....................................................... Rev. David J. Loeper 
Deacons ......................... Luis R. Visot and Lawrence Lonergan 
 
Pastoral Assistant ............................................... Bobby Rienzo 
Parish Council President .................................. Robert Bechtel 
Choir Director/Organist ..................................... David Derbes 
CCD Coordinator ................................................ Lucilla Kochol 
 
Rectory ............................................................(570) 622-5470 
E-mail ................................................ stjbparish@comcast.net 
Nativity BVM High School ...............................(570) 622-8110 
Rectory Fax ......................................................(570) 622-4589 
Assumption BVM Elementary .........................(570) 622-0106 
Russell Building ...............................................(570) 628-3002 
St. Joseph Center .............................................(570) 622-4638 
 
Cemetery Information ....................................(570) 622-5470 
 
C.C.D. 
All children preparing to receive any sacrament must be in a 
Religious Education Program for two consecutive years 
immediately prior to receiving a Sacrament. The child must 
also be a practicing Catholic. 
 
Certificates of Eligibility 
Certificates to act as sponsors, godparents, etc. will only be 
issued to parishioners who are formally registered with the 
church and attend Mass on a regular basis. 
 
Bulletin Deadline 
Tuesday prior to publication 

New Parishioners 
Please call the rectory for an appointment to register. 
 
Sick Calls 
Please notify the parish office. 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays ...................................................... 4:15 to 4:45 p.m. 
Sundays .................... 7:45 to 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 to 10:15 a.m. 
or by appointment 
 
Sacrament of Marriage 
Please call the rectory one year in advance. 
 
Sacrament of Baptism 
First Sunday of each month .................................... 11:30 a.m. 
Second Sunday .......................................... at 10:30 a.m. Mass 
Baptismal Preparation for parents must precede the Baptism.  
Please contact Father Dave for an appointment. 
 
Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service ...... (800) 276-1562 
 
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator 
Wendy S. Krisak, N.C.C., L.P.C. ......................... (800) 791-9209 
 
Office of Safe Environment 
Pamela J. Russo, M.S.W., M.S. 
Secretary, Youth Protection and Catholic Human Services 
P.O. Box F, Allentown, PA 18105-1538 
610-871-5200 ext. 2204 
prusso@allentowndiocese.org  
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Mass Intentions 
Monday, March 1 
 9:00 a.m. David Musket 
  (Hazleton Boscov’s   
  Employees & Kim  
  Gormley) 
 
Tuesday, March 2 
 9:00 a.m. Alfred & Jeanette Hauptly 
  (William Hauptly) 
 
Wednesday, March 3 
       No 9:00 a.m. Mass 
  
Thursday, March 4 
 9:00 a.m. Kimberly Purin Cornelious 
  (M/M John Carroll) 
 
Friday, March 5 
 9:00 a.m.  Josephine Cavanaugh 
  (Rick Cavanaugh) 
 
Saturday, March 6 
 5:00 p.m. Dec. of Post & Lynn Family 
  (David Lynn)  

 

Sunday, March 7 
 8:15 a.m. Fred & Marie Eagan 
  (Chris & John Eagan) 
 
Sunday, March 7 
 10:30 a.m. Catherine Moore 
  (Joe Moore Jr.) 

From the Pastor 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
The readings for this second Sunday of Lent are packed with meaning.  
 
In the first reading from Genesis, Abraham was about to offer his son Isaac as 
a holocaust to  the Lord, but a messenger of the Lord stopped him and told 
him that the Lord will bless you abundantly and that he would have 
innumerable descendents. 
 
In the second reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Romans, Paul asks if God is 
for us, who can be against us? For Christ Jesus intercedes for us. 
 
And in Mark’s gospel for this Sunday, Peter, James and John accompany Jesus 
up a high mountain where he is transfigured before them. This story of the 
Transfiguration appears each cycle for the second Sunday of Lent. During that 
Transfiguration they see Moses and Elijah conversing with Jesus and from the 
cloud a voice says, “This is My Beloved Son, listen to Him.” 
 
In these scriptures Abraham’s faith and Jesus being revealed as God’s beloved 
Son, remind us of what gifts we have been given as God’s children.  Let us 
then act in the world as God’s children and be instruments for building his 
kingdom on this earth.  
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
Father Dave 

Pray 
We remember in prayer those who are ill or recently deceased.  We 
commend to our Divine Lord all of our aged people and those residing in 
nursing homes. 
 

For Our Sick  
Tom Jefferson ● Ty Daubert 

 

For Our Deceased  
Mary Ellen Cross 

Next Week’s Readings 
Third Sunday of Lent 

(March 6/7) 
Reading I: Exodus 20:1-17 

Reading II: 1 Corinthians 1:22-25 
Gospel: John 2:13-25 

First Friday Adoration this Friday 3/5 

9:20 to 10:30 a.m. in Church 



Upcoming Events 
 February 
 28 6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross ............................................ Church 
    March 
 4 7:00 p.m. Sharing Christ: Week 3 ............................................... L.H. 
 5 9:30 a.m. First Friday Adoration .......................................... Church 
 5 4:00 p.m. Lenten Dinner pre-order pick-up (until 6:00 p.m.) .... R.B. 
 7 6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross ............................................ Church 
 11 7:00 p.m. Sharing Christ: Week 4 ............................................... L.H. 
 14 9:00 a.m. CCD Classes ........................................................... School 
 14 6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class ..................................................... L.H. 
 14 6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross ............................................ Church 
 18 7:00 p.m. Sharing Christ: Week 5 ............................................... L.H. 
 19 4:00 p.m. Lenten Dinner pre-order pick-up (until 6:00 p.m.) .... R.B. 
 20 5:45 p.m. Dialogue for Young Adults  ........................................ L.H. 
 
      L.H. = Longinus Hall   F.R. = Rectory Fellowship Room    R.B. = Russell Building 

 
 Tues. 7:00 p.m. Weekly Men’s Group .............................................. Zoom 
   Meeting ID: 824-780-6433 
   Password: Mary 
 Wed. 7:00 p.m. Weekly Rosary ................................................. Facebook 
 Sat. 7:00 p.m. Weekly Rosary ................................................. Facebook 
   Facebook Page: St. John The Baptist Catholic Parish Family 
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Weekly Collection 
February 20/21 .............. $4,434.85 
Ash Wednesday ............... $980.00 
Catholic Home Missions ... $889.00 
Thank you for your sacrificial giving 
by dropping envelopes at the 
rectory, by mail and online giving. 
 

Special Collection 
The local Knights of Columbus 
Council is holding a special 
collection this weekend to benefit 
St. Joseph’s Learning Center. Please 
see a member of the council at the 
exits of Church. 
 

Catholic Home Missions 
Thank you for your generous 
support of last week’s Catholic 
Home Missions Appeal. Your 
generosity will help strengthen the 
Church at home and ensure that the 
Gospel is spread across the United 
States. If you missed the appeal, it’s 
not too late to give! Just visit 
www.usccb.org/home-missions. 
 

Candle Donations 
BVM 
1. Living & Deceased of Forney Fam. 
by Heenan Family 
2. IMO Leo & Dorothy Lotz 
by Ron & Pat Lombel 
 
St. Joseph 
1. IMO Joanne Curry Dudick 
by Frances Lorenz 
2. IMO Nancy & Donald Doyne 
by Don & Joanne Doyne 
 
Sanctuary 
IMO Bill & Mary Pugh 
by Fred & Hilda Maley 
 
Guardian Angels 
1. IMO Rick Pugh  
by Fred & Hilda Maley 
2.  Special Intention 
3.  Special Intention  
by Jule Quandel  
4. Special Intention 
by Maureen Derbes 

Stations of the Cross  

6:00 p.m. Sundays during Lent in Church 

Dialogue for Young Adults 
We are seeking to revitalize a sense of community among young adults in our parish. Join 
us on Saturday, March 20 after the 5 p.m. Vigil Mass as we dialogue about our sense of 
belonging in the Church and share how the Church can better support us in our lives. 
Beer, wine, soda, and light refreshments will be provided. 
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Friday Lenten Dinner Pre-Order Form 
All entrees include New England Clam Chowder, garden salad, dinner 
roll, choice of starch and choice of vegetable 
Choice of entrée  
Baked Haddock  .............................................$13 
1 Lump Crab Cake  .........................................$13 
2 Lump Crab Cake  .........................................$16 
Lump Crab Cake & Haddock Special  .............$16 
Children’s Haddock  .......................................$8 
Children’s Lump Crab Cake  ...........................$8 
Choice of Starch 
Macaroni and cheese or baked potato 
Choice of Vegetable 
Stewed tomatoes or vegetable of the day (green beans/corn) 
 
Date(s)                    _____ 3/5  ____ 3/19 
 
Number of Dinners _____ 

Name _______________________________________________ 

Phone Number ________________________________________ 

Email ________________________________________________ 

Orders are due the Monday prior to each Friday dinner 
Pickup is 4 to 6 p.m. on 3/5, and 3/19 at the Russell Building 
Call/mail/deposit this form at the rectory or drop in the collection basket 
Need extra dinners? Attach a separate sheet of paper to this order form  

Dinner 1 

Entrée ____________________________________ 

Starch ____________________________________ 

Vegetable _________________________________ 

Dinner 2 

Entrée ____________________________________ 

Starch ____________________________________ 

Vegetable _________________________________ 

Dinner 3 

Entrée ____________________________________ 

Starch ____________________________________ 

Vegetable _________________________________ 

Dinner 4 

Entrée ____________________________________ 

Starch ____________________________________ 

Vegetable _________________________________ 
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Parish Profile: 6th Grade CCD 
The 6th grade CCD class has been writing in their prayer journals since they were first introduced in September by their teacher, Ms. 
Josette Peckman. Each student personalized the front cover of their journals during the first class. While Ms. Peckman’s students are 
learning a lot about who Jesus is in the classroom, she believes that journaling will help the students experience a relationship person-
ally with Jesus that extends beyond the classroom. She hopes for the students to realize through journaling that Jesus is a real person, 
who loves them, hears their prayers, and desires nothing more than to communicate daily with them. 
 
Since the beginning of the year, RJ Post, a student in Ms. Peckman's class, says his prayer journal has helped him speak to Jesus as he 
would a friend. "I really didn't ask God for anything but since using the prayer journal, I started asking God to help me in specific situa-
tions that I needed him." 
 
Colin McGinley, another student in the class, learned to be more grateful. "I was asking God for things, but it just didn't feel right. I 
learned He wanted me to thank Him, not just ask Him for things." 
 
The class talked about how we can know a lot about someone, but until we actually get to know that person by spending time with 
them, and becoming friends with them, we never really know them. The same is true with our relationship with Jesus.  

Neighboring Events 
Homemade Chocolate Easter Candy 
Church of St. Patrick Parish Center ● 319 Mahantongo St., Pottsville 
Butter Cream, Coconut Cream or Peanut Butter Eggs 
$10.00 per box — Sorry, no mixed boxes 
Pick up March 27 from 12:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
in the Parish Center, 313 Mahantongo St., Pottsville 
All candy MUST be pre-ordered and pre-paid.  
Please call Debbie at 570-622-1802, Ext. 1 
 

Halupkie Sale 

St. Charles Borromeo Parish Hall ● 115 Walnut St., Ashland 

Saturday, March 13 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Pre-orders accepted and must be in the Parish Office no later than March 5 
Rummage Sale, Bake Sale, Door Prizes 
Homemade Soups, Halushki, Barbeque, Sausages 
Call the parish office 570-875-1521 for information or to place your order. 
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